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My Prayer 

Beliiif |HT|i]K-xifl I i»j, 
'■ t.nrti itinko It rlehl. 
N iglit Is HS (|nv to til M, 

Parknt &a In Sluht. 
I am afraid to touch 
Thing* that hv.nlveso much, 
Mt trembling baud may shako, 
Mv skillful hand tuay break ; 
Thine can make no mistake." 

Bainff in doubt I aar. 
"Lord make it i>l*in ! 
Whic* la the I rue, safe way f 

Which woiilit be vain f 
I am not wjm? to know, 
Nor sure of font to §o ; 
My blind eyta cannot mm 
What la so clear to Thee. 
I .mil, make It clear to me. 

-Sklwtkii. 

God Is Oar Ureal Helper. 

Man it a being of wants. He 
ie constantly- waiting away, lie 
has been compered with the 
grata of the Held that in the morn- 
ing grows end flourishes, but in 
the evening it cat down and 
wit hen. This wastiug away, this 
constant dying condition of man 
is made known to him by his 
want*. These wants stand as s 
medium between lite and death. 
If it is supplied, lite is preserved, 
if not death ia the oaly alterna- 
tive. Since Uod has made man 
a creature of wants and appetites 
it was also necessary to surround 
him with the essentials requisite 
to satisfy them. Has He done 
so ? He has. Tbe atmosphere 
we breathe, the food we eat, the 
water we drink, and the raiment 
we wear — all these and numer- 
ous other blessings tie has con 
ferred upon «"«. ff« It**; We 
move, we have our being, but 
from whence ? From Him who 
is omnipotent and omniscient. 

XI mm would not be perfect,- 
however, with physical wants 
and physical gratifications only. 
He wonld be a being with no 
view either tor God or for him- 
self. We only become true men 
and true women through Jesus 
of Nazareth for "in him ye are 
complete." Heoce, in order to 
be what God baa designed us to 
be, He has implanted, besides a 
a mere physical nature, a spirit- 
ual nature. We not only hnnger 
for bread to si stain our bodies, 
but also for the bread ol heaven. 
We not only thirst tor the waters 
that flow from the springs ot the 
earth, but also the waters of life 
that flow front the throne ot Je 
hovah. We do not only desire 
to be clothed with the garments 
ot wool and cotton, but we also 
desire to be clothed with the 
mantle of charity, and to have 
our teet shod with tbe prepara- 
tion of tbe gospel ot peace, that 
in eternity we may wear a crown 
incorruptible that fadeth not 
away. Has God made it posri 
ble for us to satisfy these desires? 
He has. "Blessed are they which 
do hunger and thirst alter right. 
eousness for they shall be filled." 
"Come unto me all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden and I will 
give you rest." Behold what 
manner ot love the father has 
bestowed upon us, that we should 
be called the sous ot Uod." 

Panl traces his help to Uod. 
"Having therefore obtained help 
of Uod, I continued unto this 
day, witnessing both to small and 
great, saying none other things 
than those wbieb the prophets 
aad Moses did say should come." 


Ho was acquainted wiih the 
malice of the Jews and their de- 
termination to take his life. He 
had been rescued by Lysias, and 
bad made every effort in his own 
power to save his lite and finally 
he found mortal man too weak 
to depend upon his own strength 
and henceforth traces bis help to 
Uod. It was certainly not by 
any power tbat be had that his 
lite was saved, but by the inter- 
position of tbe all-powerful hand 
of Uod. We, too, can trace all 
onr help to Uod, for "he ia the 
giver of all good and perfect 
gifts," "the author and finisher 
of onr faith." Although we may 
not be prostrated to the ground 
by lightning trom heaven, and 
hear Christ speaking in tones of 
thunder, but we can trace our 
oonscioosness of his help to us 
by the "still, small voice" which 
ean be beard not only in the 
night air, but also in tbe midst 
ol the loudest thunderinge. C. 


A Remarkable llaslonary 

There is a remarkable man 
working for Christ about 250 
miles from Frestoria, in Africa. 
Sixteen years ago he went to 
Natal, seeking employment. 
There he met the Rev, Mr. Alli- 
son, who took him into his 
schools and instructed him in 
Christian truth. After his con- 
version tie felt a call to return to 
his home and friends, in their 
darkness and tell them what 
great things the Lord had done 
for him, and started on foot a 
journey of over 600 mi Us to car- 
ry the Uospel tu his tribe and 
people. His chief forbade his 
preaching, but for more than 
four years he taught from house 
to house, reading and expound- 
ing the scriptures, and was great- 
ly blessed. After the death of 
tbe chit I, Samuel obtained per- 
mission to hold public services 
and open a school. A building 
was erected which would hold 
600 persons, a school established, 
and the work prospered. Church- 
es were afterward built in two 
other places and two good men 
sent away for two years' study. 
After their return they took up 
the work, great good was done, 
and many turned to the Lord. 
Kev. Mr. Watkius, of Pretoria, 
invited Samuel to visit him, and 
describes him as a very little man 
with the courage ot the Apostle 
Paul, and tenderness of the 
Apostle John. He told his story 
all unconscious of the sublime 
heroism it coutained. lie had 
labored nine years m tbe dark 
wilds of Africa, unknown, 
unpaid, un visited, unrecogniz- 
ed by any church. — Ex. 


The Religious World. 
The Kev. Dr. Cunningham 
Oeike is going to Egypt and 
Palestine, and win write a series 
of 20 letters on the manners and 
customs of those countries. 

Bishop Pabre. of Montreal, has 
jnst issued a circular to the cler- 
gy of his diocese calling atten- 
tion to the dangers which menace 
their flocks from attending im- 
moral plays and holding private 
theatricals. 

During the past year three 
hundred conversions were re- 
ported among tbe Cherokee In- 
diana, who now have over 2,000 
Baptists among then. In the 
whole Indian Territory there 
are about 6,090 Baptists. 

The Protestants of St. Gall, 
Switzerland, have lately celebrat- 
ed the 400th anniversary ot the 
birth of the Reformer of their 
canton, James de Witt. A mu- 
ral tablet was attached to tbe 
bouse in which he was born, liv- 
ed and died. 

According to the official Year 
Book of tbe Church of England, 
and the last census, the number 
of clergymen in London, ot the 
Established Church, not reckon- 
ing what might have been return- 
ed as teachers, was 1,061 ; the 
number of dissenting ministers 
was 788, and of Roman Cut holii 
priests, 346. 

At Kioto, Japan, a large 
Buddhist temple is being elect- 
ed, the Umber aad pillars of 
which are puTI n rmSce? by fVpes 
of human hair. The hair hav- 
ing been offered by worshippers 
of the Uod tu whose honor it is 
built, is cut oft by the priests who 
twist it into church ropes. De- 
votees have in their ardor cut 
and hauled a great deal of the 
timber, giving their labor as a 
free-will offering. 

A meeting of tbe Norwegian, 
Norwegian Danish, Norwegian 
Augu^tena, and Hangean Syn- 
ods was opened in Chicago, Jan. 
28th and closed Feb. 7th. The 
object of the meeting was to 
promote more unity of faith and 
cooperation in church work. 
This is the third meeting ot 
these Synods lor the same pur- 
pose ot late years, and while it 
it ia not expected that they will 
unite organically at present, 
they think they are moving iu 
the right direction, The ses- 
sions of this meeting were large- 
ly attended both by delegates 
and members of the Chicago 
churches. 


Thus far out of the 020 place* 
in Palestine west of the Jordou 
mentiom d in the Bible, 420 have 
beeu identified, L12 of which 
identifications were mude by the 
Palestine Exploration Fund. 

A new church has been organ 
ized in the western part ot Salt 
Lake City, Utah, under the name 
of the Westminster Presbyterian 
church. It starts with a mem- 
bership of thirty- two, the major- 
ity of whom were received by 
letter from the Plymouth Con- 
gregational church, located in 
the same quarter, but recently 
disbanded. 

A revival meeting has just 
closed in Maryville College, 
Marjville, Tenn., having lasted 
twenty eight days. Kev. Nathan 
Bachman, was present, and 
preached every evening for three 
weeks. The work was blessed 
of God, and fifty three persona 
professed faith in Christ. Ot 
the two hundred and fifty stu- 
dents present, nearly all are pro- 
fessors of religion. 


Sequel to "Too Much Latitude." 

The matter is finally decided 
and brother I. M. Gibson is 
locked out. On the 14th of Feb 
ruary. ?he Attar Creek church 
met and I. M. Gibson's noncon- 
formity question was reconsid- 
ered. He was expelled once 
without his request or consent, 
and was reclaimed through the 
instrumentality of a committee 
ot elders; then on the 14th ot 
last month, ho was tried again, 
convicted and expelled from ihe 
Annual Meeting kingdom. Bro, 
Gibson offered to remain with 
the German Baptist church on 
the following conditions, which 
he had written, aud presented to 
the church for consideration, to 
wit : 

"Will this church stop visit- 
ing members for not coulormingv^rVesl Manchester to hit tny reg 


to the order iu dreps and wear- 
ing the hair; also, not require 
staters to wear caps, and leave 


thing more or haw ibmi refute tt> 
conform to ih» oritur of tho 
church, jnst wliHt hct was ex- 
pel kd tor last suniit.i-r, anil 
which the committee < f ehlers, 
who reconsidered bit- esse, de- 
cided was nut i legal expulsion, 
on the ground tjiat the ch.irgo 
against him was not legally got- 
ten up. 

Thus ended the career of 1. if, 
Gibson in the German Baptist 
church, on the 14th day of Feb 
ruary, A. D. 1885. On the ''aih 
of the same month, brother Uib- 
son was ordained au elder in tho 
Brethren Church, by Hide**/. 
II. Swibart and U. It Gibtort, 
and now takes sole charge ot 
tbe church at Uirard, III 

J. EL S. 

• «•*►«- 

Miami Valley Items. 

Our meetings at Winchester 
closed suddenly on Saturday eve- 
ning, the 7th inst. The strain 
of continual service, exposure 
aud lose ot rest was too great 
tor my physical strength, and »<> 
1 had to quit when our meeting* 
were getting well under way, 
aud the prospect ol success 
brightening. We closed with 
ten accession s. 

We were very much dissp 
in not seeing some ot the minia- 
te ring brethren of our adjoining 
congregation of Bear Greek 
present. I am afraid *ve ate get- 
ting too much afraid of n little 
storm and cold to he mecesalut 
soldteis ol the cross. Brethren, 
yonr aid was needed greatly 
here. With your presence and 
a little u. ore enthusiasm, we 
might, have had :m old Fashioned 
revival. 

Ou Friday evening, March 27, 
I will deliver my first lecture oa 
'•Europe" in the Brethren 
Church at Farmers vi lie. Ad- 
mission, free. 

Next Monday J leave for 


uliir appointments. 

I extend my hand to brother 
Jacobs and (be brethren aud ris- 


them their choice as to what j tirs of the Homer congrerntiou, 
they shall wear tor a head cover- j more especially to those who so 
ing? In short, will members he , recently united with the church; 


given their choice as to what they 
shall wear, and how thev shall 


many of whom are old friends. 
Set your mark high, brethren. 


wear it. except thiug* forbidden "Excelsior— upward aud ou- 
hy the Gospel ? Will it preach ' waid." May that be your motto, 
more Christ and lees dress?. If! May God blest yen with iu. til- 
th e church will comply with the j ing zeal. 


Tested Religion. 
Napoleon Bonaparte once 
grunted au interviw to a French- 
man, who declared that he had 
invented a cuirass which was 
bullet-proof. The Emperor lis- 
tened to his explanations and 
examined the breast-plate. He 
then called for a loaded pistol 
and commanded bis visitor to 
stand at th'e other end of the 
room wearing the invulnerable 
armor. But the test was very 
promptly declined. The Chris- 
tian panoply has been often test- 
ed.— Ex. 


Ih the single province ot Han- 
over, Prussia, there are about 150 
evangelical parishes without a 
pastor. The income of pastors 
in Hanover is probably about 
the average paid in Germany. 
Tbe so-called-first, class positions 
number 1!>, aud Hie pay is 1,500 
marks (four marks one dollar); 
96 positions are classified as sec- 
ond-class, and pay from. 1,500 to 
1,800 marks; 84 as third-class 
with au income of 1,800 to 2,100 
marks, having the highest class 
with an income of 54,000 marks. 
Alter a service of twenty years, 
a pastor receives 3,000 marks aa 
•alary, aud in eat* the regular 
•alary is leas, the county pays 
what ia lacking. 


above requests, 1 will agree to 
remain with the German Bap- 
tist church. Signed, 

I. M. Uisaux," 


''Orally, I wish (o add that as 
I have beeu called to the minis- 
try by the Brethren Church, thut 
it this church refuses that paper, 
it must expel me this day, or 
to-morrow I will preach in the 
name of tbe German Baptist 
church. If she fellowships me, 
she shall recognize my work." 

Brother Gibson, having read 
hie request and made his speech, 
he was asked to withdraw until 
a consultation was held. Sev- 
eral went out with him and said 
to him while outside, that they 
could not vote on that question, 
that there was too much Gibson 
about them to vote iu favor of 
church rules against the Gospel. 
The verdict of the judges was, 
"Expelled," and that without a 
liagle tharge of having doue any 


In giving a report of the meet- 
ings, why do the correspondents 
not mention the number to 
be btipli/.i il ? If they tire many 
we need to know it to give us 
encouragement. It only few, 
then we should know leal we de- 
ceive on rt elves by overestima- 
ting. If it is not worth knowing, 
or you are ashamed of the num- 
ber, then it would he better if 
the mutter was uot noticed at 
all. 

The number of accepstous re- 
ported this winter seems to me 
unprecedented in the history 
of the church. Would not some 
one who has the time and a com- 
plete tile of the EvAifaaxtitt on 
hand, take tbe trouble te ascer- 
tain tbe number and report the 
result. 

Knw*BD Mison. 

Love is better than spectacles 
to make every thlug seem great. 


~). 


